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REPORTS of the EFFECTS 


OF THE 
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Letter from Mr. HAMMICK, Junr. to 
| Dr. Beddoes: ; 


Royal-Hofpital, Plymouth, July 22, 1797: 
SIR, Gt! 
I do myfelf the honour of acquainting you, 
— that in confequence of your very ingenious pub- 
lication on Factitious Airs, (Parts IV. and V.) 
and your recommendation of the Nitric Acid in: 
Syphilis, ‘Lhave been induced to make trial of 
this medicine in that diforder, under the infpec- 
tion of my friend Dr. Geach, who is the fenior 
Surgeon of this Hofpital ; and to him I beg to 
refer for a confirmation of the faithful ftatement 
of the feveral cafes, and the authenticity of the 
facts. Further, Dr. Geach has been fo obliging 
A 


Cy 
as to fay, that he will readily anfwer, as far as 
he can, any queftions relative to this fubje@t. 

; As I am one of the Affiflant Surgeons under 
him, and many, of the venereal wards are in 
our department, Ihad an opportunity of felect- 
ing the worft venereal cafes that were brought 
into the Royal Hofpital. The cafes, in which 
the Nitric Acid has been given, already amount 
to more than fifty in number; and the faccefs 
has fully anfwered the character which has been’ 
given. of this newly difcovered remedy, which . 
effects a cure, for the most part, in a short time, 
without impairing the appetite, without requir- 
ing any precife or particular regimen or firictcon- 
finement, leaving none of those ill confequences, 
or. depredations, that often follow the liberal | 
ufe of mercury, ‘The Nitric Acid does not 
affect. the gums, fauces, ftomach, or inteftines, 
by, exciting vomiting, diarrhoea, or pain, unlefs, 
the medicine be fwallowed haftily, and in large: 
draughts at a time; when. thus. taken, Ihave. 
known that it has, produced a naufea, or maw-., 
kith, difagreeable fenfation in the ftomach, and, 


C59:5) 

fet the teeth on edge by its acidity; all which in- 
conveniences have been prevented, by enjoining 
the patient to drink the medicine through a nar- 
row glafs tuber __ ‘ | 

_ Not to multiply inftances, and tire you with 
a long detail, I beg to fubmit to your infpec- 
tion and confideration Twelve Cafes, with a 
requeft that you will be pleafed to publifh them, 
as they corroborate your own obfervation: and 
the publication, under. your authority, may ex- 
tend the ufe of the nitric acid in a difeafe, fo 
ravaging, that few conftitutions can withftand 
the power of two poifons, the difeafe and mer- 
cury, operating at the fame time. Future 
experience, however, muft determine whether 
the cures wrought by nitric acid, will be per- 
manent or not; but if it be permitted to draw 
conclufions from the progrefs of the feveral 
ulcers; the healthy appearance and firmnefs of 
the granulations ; the foftnefs of the parts, and 
of the cicatrices, little doubt can be entertained 
but that the nitric acid will, in a great meafure, 


_ fuperfede the ufe of mercury in the venereal 


€ 


Cay Boake 
difeate ; and, as yet I have feen no inftances of 
the diforder re-appearing after the ufe of this 


- medicine. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, | 
CSE eG, 
STEPHEN Hammick, Junr. 
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_ GEORGE HALL, a Marine, thirty-nine 
years of age, was received into the Royal Hof- 
pital at Plymouth, on the feventeenth day of 
April, 1797, fora venereal complaint which he 

' had contracted about three weeks before ; at 
this time he had a large, irregular, foul chancre 
on the lower part of the penis near the fcrotum, 
with an enlargement in the right groin; had 

never taken any medicine, or applied any thing 
to the chancre itfelf: the next day, the 18th of 
April, he was ordered the following drink: 
‘4 : 
Acidi nitrofi diluti drachmas 1. 


‘Succi limonis uncias 1. 
Aquz fontanz libras it. 
M. bibat quotidie 


3 ee bi | 
The ulcer was dread with the fimple white 
ointment : he continued his drink daily to the 
third of May, when the diluted nitric acid was 
changed for the fame quantity undiluted, which 
he took, with the addition of fyrup, till the 
11th day of May; when his chancre was healed, 
the enlargement in his groin could not be felt, 
and in every refpect he became well; he was 
difcharged to quarters on that day to go on 
duty. | 
‘N. B. This man never took a grain of mer- 


cury ° 


CAS‘B ol. 


THOMAS HOMEWOOD, Seaman, twen- 
ty-fix years of age, was received into this Hof- 
pital on the twenty-ninth day of March, 1797, 
for avenereal complaint which he had contracted 
about a month before. He had taken different 


medicines without effed, for it, on board ; 


the appearance of the difeafe, was, a very large — 


fi C29 

and deep chancre, extending all the length of 
the penis on. the back part; a large and ex- 
tremely inflamed bubo in each groin, with a | 
profufe difcharge of matter from the urethra, 
accompanied with great heat in paffing his 
urine. His buboes were ordered to be fomented 
and poulticed twice a day, and two drachms of 
the ftrong mercurial ointment to be well rubbed — 
in on the thighs at night; which applications 


were continued to the 2d. of April, when his 


. buboes (now ready to fuppurate) were touched 


with the lapis infernalis, and the efchars were 
thrown off on the 5th. The next night he ufed 
the friction again, and continued it to the 10th, 
when I found him very weak and low, with a 
violent cough and much expectoration of thick 
phlegm ftreaked with blood, profufe fweats, 
and fuch extreme.debility, as not to be able to 
raife himfelf from his pillow, attended with 
diarrhoea. The chancre and buboes continuing — 
at the fame time very foul, the friction was 
difcontinued, and he was the next day ordered 


the following drink : 


R ie 
Acidi nitrofi drachmas ij. 
Syrupi fimplicis uncias viil. 
Aquz fontanz libras ij. 
M. Capiat quotidie. 

_ The day after, finding himfelf fomewhat better, 
the drink was continued, and from the above 
alarming fymptoms yielding, and an entire 
alteration taking place both in his health and 
appearance of the ulcers, he took it to the 10th 


of May, when he complained the drink vomited | 


him. The nitric acid was then reduced to one — 


drachm daily, which he drank without any — 
uneafy fenfation in his ftomach, and continued 3 
it in that proportion to the 30th day of May ; 
when his buboes and chancre being healed, and 
all his venereal complaints entirely gone, the 
drink was no longer ufed, and he was difcharged 
from the Roy yal Hofpital on the 5th day of J une, | 


in order to join his fhip. 


J OR 


CASE II. 


WILLIAM FRANKLIN, Seaman, thirty- 
fix years of age, was received into this Hofpital 
on the 28th day of May, 1797, for a venereal 
complaint, which he faid, had made its appear- 
ance two months before; for which he had 
taken a good deal of mercurial medicines on 
board, without the leaft effet: in fact, he was 
now, he faid, worfe than at any former period. - 
On examining him, I found a bubo which had 
' fuppurated fome time, and appeared to bein a 
fpreading ftate; chancres on the penis 5 excori- 
ations and ulcers extended to the fcrotum and 
round the anus, which gave him fuch intenfe 
pain, as to oblige him to keep his bed, only 
getting out once a day in order to have it made. 
He was ordered the following drink : 

R 


Acidi nitrofi drachm. 1 fs. 
Syrupi fimplicis uncias viii. 
-Decoéti lignorum libras ij. 
M. bibat quotidie. 


Hs 


( 10 ) 
The excoriated parts were kept clean. He took 
this drink to the twenty-fecond day of June, 
when his bubo, chancres, and excoriations being 
healed, and finding himfelf in all refpe@s well, 
he was difcharged that day from the Royal 
Hofpital in order to join his fhip. 


CAS E. IV. 

JOHN WILLIAMS, a Marine, twenty-four 
years of age, was received into this Hofpital, on 
the 1ft day of May, 1797, for a venereal com-— 
plaint, which he had contracted ten days before. 
He had now enlargements of the glands in each 
groin, and a chancre on the prepuce: had 
never taken any medicine, or made any appli- 
cation to it; the {welling in his right groin was 
the fize of an egg, and the other in his left, 
fomewhat fmaller. He was ordered that day 
the following drink : ; 

R 


Acidi nitrofi drachmas ij. 
Syrupi fimplicis uncias vill. ’ 


(nm) 
os Aque fontane libras ij 
Mi. bibat quotide. 

Ee was ftrictly forbidden to sgsly any thing to 
the groins: he took the nitric drink that day, 
and continued it in the fame proportion - daily 
to the Sth day of June, when the indurations 
“were entirely difperfed (not even the fmalleft 
sthardnefs to be felt) and the chancre healed. He 
was difcharged that day, viz. the sth day of 
June, to go to quarters. — 


N. B. This man had not taken any mercury. 


CASE V. 


THOMAS M’GRATH, Seaman, twenty- 
fix years of age, was received into this Hofpital 
on the 18th day of May, 1797, fora vene- 
real complaint, which he had contracted about 
(a fortnight before. He had now a large and 
deep ulcer on the fcrotum, with much difcharge 
and inflammation ; a pain and flight fwelling 
in the right tefticle, and a {welling in his groin: 


(325) 
had not taken any medicine for it; the next — 
day he was ordered the following drink ; 
R 

Acidi nitrofi drachmas ij. 

Syrupi fimplicis uncias viii. 

Decoéti lignorum libras ij. 

M. bibat quotidie. | 
The ulcer was drefled with the ung. fimpl. 
He took the drink as ordered, and continued it 
in that proportion daily to the 15th of June, 
when his ulcer was healed, the fwelling in his 
groin and tefticle gone, and all his venereal — 
complaints, he was difcharged on the 15th day 
of June, from this Hofpital, in. order to join 
his hip. | 


N. B. This man had not ufed mercury. 


CAS EVI. 


THOMAS PLANGETT, Marine, twenty 
_ years of age, was received into the Royal | 
Hofprtal on the 17th day of April, 1797, fora 


venereal complaint, which he had contracted 


( 13) 
_about fixteen days before ; had not ufed. any 
medicine for it: he had now two large indura- 
ted glands in the right, and a larger one {till in 
the left groin, and a venereal eruption on the 


Pubis. The following day he was ordered: 
R:- 

Acidi nitrofi drachmas i fs. 

Syrupi fimplici uncias vi. 

Aquz fontanz libras ij. 

M. bibat guotidie. 
He took it that day and continued it in the 
fame proportion daily to the 15th day of June, 
when the {wellings in his groins being gone, 
and the eruption having entirely difappeared, he 
was difcharged on that day, in order to go to 
_ quarters. | 

N. B. This man had not ufed any mercurial 

preparation. 


CASE VIL 


JOHN BURR, Seaman, twenty-feven years 
of age, was received into this Hofpital, on the 


( 14.) 
5th day of June, 1797, for a venereal complaint, 
contraéted about a month before; this man had 
not taken any thing for it. Its appearance at 


this time was a large bubo in the right groin, 


which had fupptrated two days before; two 


chancres appeared on the lower part of the 

penis; he had phymofis with great inflammation, 

and an appearance tending to gangrene ; and 

an ulcer on the fcrotum : | the fame day he was 

ordered the following drink : | 
R 


Acidi nitrofi drachmas. ij, 
Syrupi fimplicis uncias viii. 
Decoi lignorum libras ij. 
M, capiat quotidie. 


The penis and bubo were poulticed, and the Ee 


chancres dreffed with the fimple white ointment. 
He took his drink that night, and before he 
had taken it fix days, there was an apparent 
alteration for the better. He continued it to ’ 
the 10th day of July, when his bubo, chaneres, 
&c. being healed; the phymofis entirely remo- 
ved, and the man in perfect health, he was 


ae 1s i 
ordered from the venereal ward, to another 


 furgical ward, as he hada hernia. 


N. B. This man had never ufed mercury. 


CASE: VII. 
WILLIAM SMITH, a Marine, twenty-two 


years of age, was received into this Hofpital on. 
the 26th day of May, for a venereal complaint ; 
an extremely large and painful node. was. dif- 
covered on the right tibia, which he faid he had 
| perceived coming on nearly four months: he 
“had. fuffered excruciating pains in that. part 
and in his limbs at night, which became much 
eafier as the morning advanced; he contracted 
this difeafe four years fince, but thought him- 
felf perfectly cured, but had pains in his limbs 
ever fince the commencement of the difeafe, at 
times but not fo violent as to prevent him 
from doing his duty, till a month fince. He 
was much emaciated, and low fpirited from the, 
conftant pain he fuffered: he was ordered pie 
following drink : 


( 16 ) Me 
ie ) 
Acidi nitrofi drachmas ifs 
Syrup: fimplicis uncias vi 
Aquz fontanz libras 1) 
M. bibat quotidie. 
At the expiration of nine days, he faid he had 
refted better than for five months paft:, on the 
16th day of taking the nitric medicine, his 
pains had entirely left him, and his node feemed 
diminifhed; his appetite returning, and in 
much better fpirits. He continued his drink 
to the fourteenth day of July, when his pains - 
and {welling on the tibia were gone, his appe- 
tite and fpirits good, and his health reftored. 
- He was difcharged on that day, to go on duty, 


returning many thanks for his cure. 


CASE IX. 


THOMAS EDMED, Seaman, aged twenty- 
four, was received into this Hofpital on the 
Oth day of February, 1797, for a venereal com- 
plaint contracted about three weeks before, and — 


( 17 ) 


had taken Mercury on board for it. At this 
time he had a very bad phymofis : the prepuce 
being very thick and hard with a profufe dif- 
charge appearing to come from chancres 
fituated behind the glans penis; he had alfo 
great difficulty in pafling his urine, accompanied 
witha chordee. This man was very delicate 
with fair complexion ; he was ordered the next 
day to rub well into his thighs at night, two 
drachms of the {trong mercurial ointment, and 
to apply twice a day, a poultice of lintfeed meal 
&c. to the penis: he rubbed between the 10th of 
| February and 12th of March, twenty-three 
times, and fumigated the part night and morn- 
ing with the cinnab: fa&tit. On this day, viz. 
12th of March ; he was ordered to forbear the 
_ friction, as he was low and weak, and his mouth 
very fore and fwollen; he fpat in the four and 
twenty hours, nearly three pints; diarrhcea, 
cough, pain of breaft, and his venereal com- 
plaint appeared much aggravated. He was put 
on a nutritive diet, with wine and cordials: he 
was ordered an infufion of bark in lime-water ; 
B sgah 
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two grains of opium every fix hours, and a 
quart of the decoétion of woods, to be taken — 
daily. He was kept on that courfe without 
‘gaining ground in any refpea, to the 12th day 
April: he was ordered then mercurials in fmall 
dofes, combined in different - ‘forms; various 
: fumigations and poultices without the leaft fuc- 
eefs, until the Lath day of May, when he com- 
plained of his being a great deal worfe; fo weak 
that he could not quit his bed, or only be helped 
out to have it made once a day ; his diarrheea 
ftill continued, his cough and fweats increafed, 
his appetite was entirely gone; he had naufea, 
excruciating pains in his legs and arms at night, 
and was exceedingly reduced: in this ftate he was 
ordered to leave off his bark, deco¢tion of woods, 
opiates &c. and to truft entirely to the follow- 
ing drink : | iN 

Acidi nitrofi drachmam ifs 

Syrupi fimplicis uncias viii. 

Aquz fontane libras ij. 

M. bibat quotidie. 
Before he had taken this nitric medicine twelve 


days, he thought his pains were lefs fevere, and 


etd’), 
his diarrhcea fomewhat abated: on the feven- 
teenth day, the venereal complaint appeared bet- 
ter; he could get the prepuce a little way back, 
and he thought himfelf in every refpect better. 
On the twenty-fixth day of taking this drink, 
he was able to walk about his ward with fome 
_ affiftance, and on the 16th day of June, could 
get the prepuce entirely back over the glans 
penis. He continued his nitric drink to the 
10th of July, when his venereal complaint was 
entirely well: diarrheea, pains, cough, and 
- fiveats had left him; his appetite good, and 
grown plump and ftrong, he was difchatged 


that day at his own defire, to join his thip. 


CASE X. 


MURTY LAWLER, a Seaman, thirty 
years of age, was reccived into this Hofpital on 
the 1ft day of June, 1797, for a venereal com- 
plaint which he had contracted about three 
weeks before ; when it made its appearance by 


a {mall chancre on the glans penis, which con- 


( 20 ) 
tinued to fpread notwithftanding he had taken 
medicine for it on board. He informed me 
that three days before his arrival here, he per- 
ceived a black {pot on the right fide of the glans 
penis ; on the 1ft day of June, (the day of his — 
coming here) there was a large and deep fpha- 
celus on the glans penis, paraphymofis, great 
inflammation, on the penis, and a large deep 
ater. on its lower part clofe to the fcrotum,. 
which he faid,. had bled much ; indeed, the 
whole penis had an appearance tending to gan- 
grene ; he was ordered to be fomented twice a 
day, with flannels wrung out of a decoction of 
chamomile flowers and poppy heads, then to 
apply the yeaft poultice, and take the eoming 
drink daily : 
RB 
Acidi nitrofi drachmas ij. 
Syrupi fimplicis uncias viii. 


Aque fontanz libras ij’ 
M. bibat quotidie. 
t Roda bette 
: Opii grana_ij. 
Sumat hora fomni. 


( 1) 
The next day, viz. the 2d, he had flept but little, — 
and the fphacelation had fpread; the drink, 
opiate, &c. ordered as yefterday. , Loe 3d, ftill 
worfe; drink, &c. continued. 4th, the {phacelus 
_ did not appear to have fpread ; drink, &c. con- 
tinued. 5th, the fphacelus had fome marks of 
feparation ; there was a bleeding during: the 
_ night, from the chancre on the lower part of 
the penis; drink, &c. continued. 6th, better ; 
drink, &c. ordered as ufual. 7th, the efchar 
came away this morning in the poultice, by 
which nearly half of the glans penis was def- 
troyed ; ; nitric medicine, &c. as before, and 
continued to the 13th, when the poultice was 
changed for a drefling of the unguentum fim- 
plex, (i. ¢. unguent: adipis fuillee) and the drink 
was taken daily in the fame proportion, to the 
‘toth of July, when being perfectly well in 
every refpeét, he was difcharged at his own re-’ 
queft, to join his fhip. 


‘CASE 


(22 ) 
CASE XL 


THOMAS CHISWICK, Seaman, twenty- 
eight years of age, was received into this Hof- 
pital on the 17th day of June, 1797, for a 
venereal complaint, which he had contracted 
about ten days before. He had never taken any 
medicine for it: he had now chancres on the 
glans penis ; paraphymofis, and a large fwelling 
in the right groin; he was ordered the day after, 
the following drink : saith 


R f 
Acidi nitrofi drachmam ifs. 
Syrupi fimplici uncias vi. 
Aquz fontanz libras 1), 


7 M. Capiat quotidie. 
He took it that day, and mn bis nitric 
medicine, in the fame proportion, to the 17th 
day of July, when his chancres were perfectly 
cured, paraphymofis and enlargement in his 
groin gone, he was difcharged at his own defire, 
to join his fhip that day. | ) 

N. B. This man never took any mercona 
medicine. 


( 23 ) 
CASE ‘XII. 


SAMUEL POPE, Seaman, twenty years of 
age, was received into this Hofpital, on the 4th 
‘day of June, 1797, for a venereal complaint, 
which he had contra@ted about ten days before. - 
The account he gave me was, that about fix 
days before his arrival here, he found great pain | 
and difficulty in paffing his urine, attended 
. with a phymofis, and a difcharge of matter 
from the urethra; that three days after that, he 
perceived a black {pot on the prepuce, which 
continued fpreading to the day of his arrival 
here, when a profufe hemorrhage taking place 
from the dorfum penis, it alarmed him, and he 
then applyed to his furgeon for the firft time, 
who immediately fent him here. I found the 
whole prepuce entirely mortified, and the mor- 
‘ tification had feized the upper part of the glans’ 
penis, from whence the prepuce had, from its 
weight in hanging down, been detached; he 
had alfo much fymptomatic fever: he was or- 


dered to be well fomented twice a day, and the 


( 24 ) 


yeaft poultice to be applied, and to take the 
following drink : ; 
RR | 

Acidi nitrofi drachmas 1j 

Syrupt fimplicis uncias viil. 

Decoéti lignorum libras ij. 

. M. capiat quotidie. 

Capiat hora fomni opii grana ij. 
5th, has bled fomewhat during the night, and - 
the fphacelus on the glans feemed to have 
fpread; the nitric drink, &c. continued as yef-— 
terday. ‘6th, nearly the fame as yefterday, only. 
appears to have lefs fever; drink, &c. continued. 
7th, the whole of the prepuce sloughed off this — 
morning; the mortification on the glans had 
not fpread: nitric medicine, &c. continued. 
sth, there was a detachment of the sloughs, 
drink, &c. ordered as ufual. gth, the sloughs” 
came entirely off this morning from the glans, 
fo deep as to occafion fome alarm that the urine 
would find its way out through the’ fide ‘of the 
urethra. 10th, appeared to be better, and the’ 
nitric drink, &c. was continued without any al-: 


teration (except the ulcer being drefled with oint- - 


( 25 ) 
ment on the 13th in lieu of poultice) to the 17th 
of July, when the wounds round the glans from 
whence the prepucehadsloughed off & elfewhere, 
were healed; and he being in all refpects per- 
fectly cured of the venereal difeafe, he was fent 
from the venereal ward to another furgical ward, 
as he had a lame arm from a hurt he had hie 
ceived on board fome time before. , 
N. B. This man had never ufed either Mer- 
eury or the Bark. 


( 26) 


- To the preceding Letter of Mr. Hammicx 
I returned, by the earlieft opportunity, an 


answer to the following purport : 


¢ T fhall lofe no time in committing your ~ 
es valuable communication to the prefs. Your 
* ftatement is clear, and I have hardly occafion 
to avail myfelf of Dr. Geach’s obliging offer 
“of further elucidation. But doubtlefs you 
«will agree with me, that his additional tefti- _ 
““mony will be a fatisfaction to the public, 

«* With you, the nitrous acid appears to cure 
* the venereal difeafe expeditioufly and com- 
“ pleatly. The patient alfo, I perceive, comes 
from the fulleft ufe of the remedy with a | 
“ conftitution fo entire, that neither diet drinks 
-“ nor country air, are at all neceffary. | 

“T thould be glad to know how often, in 
*“‘ your large experience, you have been dif 
** appointed. 

‘Do you obferve any peculiar precautions 


“in the preparation of your acid ? 


( 27 

“ Do you take pains to afcertain its fpecific 
“ gravity ; or endeavour to bring it to any par- 
-© ticular ftate of oxygenation ? 
- © You obferve, that the gums Have never 
_ been rendered fore by this new treatment. 
“ Have you never remarked a degree of faliva-. 
“ tion without forenefs ? 

“© Do you think the acid ftops the ee 
* of the diforder as foon as mercury ? 


THOMAS BEDDOES.” 


ast To thefe enquiries, I received a very {atisface 
tory anfwer in the following letter from Dr. 
Geach. 


& 


Letter 
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Tibvees from Dr. Geach to Dr. Beddoes. 


Royal Hofpital, July 20, wor. 


Sir, 
1 Do myfelf the honor, agreeably to your. : 
requeft, of writing to you, and affuring you 
that the patients, whofe cafes Mr. Hammick 
Junior lately tranfmitted, were ‘regularly at- 
tended by myfelf ; and every circumftance was 
remarked as minutely as poflible, and is ftri@ly 
true. So great indeed has been the fuccefs of 
this nitric medicine in the vencreal diforder, — 
that many patients, who had been broken down by 
an antecedent ufe of mercury, under which the 
di, iforder gained ground, recovered their health 
and frrenglh without the affifiance of diet drinks, 

change of air, the bark, or any other tonic medix ; 
7 cine whatever. We have had but few inftances 
where the ftomach and bowels have been affedt- 
ed by it; but the precaution of taking it thro’ 
a-narrow glafs tube has prevented the acid from 


affecting the teeth, and the medicine has been | 
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rendered more palatable by mixing fimple fyrup 


with it; and this addition, as far as we have 
hitherto. noticed, has been effectual enough to 
prevent both mawkifhnefs and pain. But, al- 
though thefe circumftances have now and then | 
fucceeded the ufe of the nitrous acid, it does not 
affect the mouth or produce a plyatifm. It does 
not impair the appetite, it does not require any 
dietetic regimen, or confinement. Indurated 
buboes have yielded to it without fuppurating ; 
_Phagedenic buboes have healed after unfuccefsful 
trials with mercury : in chancres, however large, 
or fordid, and in excoriations of the fcrotum, how- 
ever fetid and extenfive, the cure, by its ufe, goes 
on more rapidly than by a mercurial procefs. 
Such chancres and excoriations have been 
dreffed only with fimple ointment, that the 
patients might not be incommoded by the fric- 
tion of the linen, and that. the effect of .the 
medicine might be_ better afcertained, when 
there was: no local application. We have not 

found, after the chancres have been cured by : 
this medicine, that the throat has been alischeds 
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a circumftance not unufual, efpecially when 
fach ulcers have been dreffed with any mercu- 
rial preparation. The cafes sent by Mr. Hammick 
were the worft that were received into the Hof- 
pital. : 
That the nitrous acid has fucceeded in fifty ~ 
cafes, or more, is certain .—but it has failed in. 
four or five inflances, and failed too, where the 
cafes have been apparently flight. But whether 
the failure can be imputed to the inadequacy of 
the medicine, under * particular or unobferved 
circumftances, or to caufes not yet explored, 
‘I know not: future experience muft throw 
more light on the efficacy of this medicine, 
which, at prefent, is only inits dawn. It has 
removed, in fome patients, noGturnal pains. In 
the gonorrhza itfelf it has heen tried, as very 
bad cafes only have particularly engaged our 
attention. In attending to thofe, we have en- 
deavoured to bring every thing to the teft of 
truth, which ought to be the guide to every 
man in a profeffion, which has for its obje& the 


reftoration of health, and in a diforder, which 
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fometimes baffles the fkill of the moft experi- 
enced. Suffer me to own, that when we firtt 
made trial of the nitric acid, no great opinion 
was entertained of its fuccefs. Accuftomed to 
give mercury in this difeafe, a practice fan@ion- 
ed by great authorities and time, we were in- 
clined to think that no medicine but mercury 
would Pate it. There was no biafs, no predi- 
lection therefore, for this new medicine, .no 
attachment to fyftem. But as the nitrous acid 
was fo refpectably recommended by yourfelf, 
this was a fufficient motive to make trial of it; _ 
and nothing but the fuccefs that has attended its 
~ufe, could authorize us to write in this manner 
to you, who are the beft entitled to the earlieft 
communication. 
The nitrous acid we have ufed, has been pre- 
pared according to the London College. 
Before I clofe this letter, it will be doing but 
bare juftice to Mr. Hammick, to fay, that he 
has been unwearied in his attention to the cafes 


in queftion, as indeed he. is to every cafe in 
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which he is profeffionally engaged, and that his 
{kill and integrity merit all the praife I can 
beftow. | } 


I have the honor to be, Sir, | 
FRA. GEACH. 
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Berween the receipt of Mr. Hammick’s firft 
letter, and the printing of the preceding pages, 
I had received fome additional information ref- 
petting the ufe of nitric acid in fiphylis. This 
the reader will find below. I was alfo defirous 
to. learn, whether, in the courfe of the three 
intervening weeks, any relapfes had occurred to 
Mr. Hammick; thinking if they had repeatedly 
happened, one or more, among fo many pa- 
tients, would have returned to the Royal Hof- | 
pital. I alfo defired the moft particular infor- 
mation, as to the acid employed. My letter 
produced the following anfwer. 


Royal Ho/pital, Plymouth. Aug. 14, 1797. 
Sir, | 


Permir me to thank you for your late favor, 

and to mention, that fince I did myfelf the 

honour of communicating to you the twelve 

cafes, we have ftill continued to give the nitric 
C 
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acid in the fame diforder, and with equal 
fuccefs. 
"This medicine has been fapplied by Mr. Fox, 
avery eminent chemift in Plymouth, and it 
has alfo been fent from Apothecaries’ Hall ; but 
‘though thus differently obtained, the fuccefs 
has been the fame; and therefore time only — 
can fhew the’ reafon, why, with. other practi- 
-tioners, your correfpondents, this medicine has 
not been fuccefsful. | 
 Ttisa great fatisfaction to me, that the trials | 
have been made in a public Hofpital, under the 
immediate eye of Dr. Geach. The effect has 
been well known to many within the walls, and 
alfo without the walls of this Hofpital. And in 
confequence of the obfervations made by us, 
fome private practitioners have given this medi- 
cine, and can adduce inftances of its good ef- 
‘fect. ; en E 
As my refidence is in the Hofpital, I had an 
opportunity of receiving and felecting the pa- 
tients; a {hort hiftory of their cafes was inferted 
in the prefcription books ; the progrefs of the 
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feveral cafes was minutely watched, and the 
effect of the medicine as much as patible afcer- . 
“tained. : 
_ Ifthe patients under the nitric courfe had 
not been cured, they would not have been 
either difcharged from the Hofpital, or receiyed 
‘into their fhips: removed from our notice, we 
cannot as yet know whether their cures have 
been permanent or not. 
With great refpect, Sir, 
remain, &c. &e. 
STEPHEN HAMMICK, Junr. 


Ina letter dated Aug. ood. Mr. Hammick 
exprefles his own and Dr. Geach’s fatisfaction 
on account of the coincidence of the obfervations 
of Mr, Cruikfhank and others, with thofe made 
in the Royal Plymouth Hofpitat. He hopes the 
facts afcertained by diftant and unconnected — 
practioners, will be effectual in recommending 
the nitrous acid to notice. He adds: * Perrnit 
me to mention, that it has been the practice for 
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more than 20 years, with Dr. Geach, to give 


6 or 8 ounces of recent lemon juice, with an. 


equal proportion of fimple fyrup, daily, to pa- 
tients worn down with the venereal difeafe, and 
particularly in phagedenic buboes, which had 
{pread under a courfe of mercury ; and for the 
laft four years and upwards, fince I had the hap- 
pinefs of adting under him in this Hofpital, I 


have feen the good effects of the lemon juice in 


fuch cafes. Dr: Geach candidly owns, that the : 
_ utility of lemon juice was firft fuggefted to him 


by the late Sir William Fordyce, who had feen, 
in long and extenfive practice, its good effects. 
Although the Lemon Juice thus fucceeded with 
Sir William Fordyce, and with us in this Hof- 
pital, yet the cures have not been fo rapid, nor 
its fuccefs equal to that of the nitrous acid.” 

~ © Tembrace the firft moment after reading 
“Dr. Rollo’s book, to fend this Letter, which,’ I 
‘hope will reach you early enough for Eee: 


tion,” 


STEPHEN HAMMICK, Junr. — 


ee). 


| Bb from Mr. SANDFORD, Surgeon. 


| Worcester, Aug. 23,°17.97. - 
“Dear Si," aly 
Ir you fhould be of opinion that Medical 
Practitioners will be induced by the perufal of 
the following imperfea outlines, (for the cafes. 
cannot be ftiled otherwife) to make further ex- 
periments, I fhall be very happy. The very 
valuable communications you have received, 
will, Ihave no doubt, prove of real importance 
in the fcience of medicine: and under fuch 
circumftances, fome of the following facts may 
poffibly be regarded as bearing a thare in evi- 
dence of the beneficial effects of this acid. 
Finding from the accounts of Mr. Scott of 
Bombay, publifhed in your 5th part*of “ Confi- 
derations on factitious airs,” that the nitric acid 
exhibited in the manner he there directs, con- 
veyed oxygen to the fyftem, in a lefs operose 
method than by the preparation of this gas from ) 


manganefe, &c. my intentions were princi- 
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pally directed to adminifter it in all thofe cafes 
that fell under my care, where this remedy 
feemed likely to prove beneficial ; or in other 
words, where oxygen Aad been found ferviceable, 
or where it feemed indicated. 
From amongft the numerous trials that I have 
made, the following cafes are felected, as moft 
conclufive of its effects. Ihave related the 
only unfuccefsful cafe I have met with, becaufe 


I think it would be unjuft to the impartial en-— 


quirer, to mention only the fuccefSful cafes in 


which this medicine has been had recourfe to. — 
' The preparation I made ufe of in all the 
cafes here mentioned, was the nitrous acid de- 
_ prived of its phlogifton (as it is called) by fimple 
boiling in an open retort, till the red fumes 
ceafed. 


CASE I. ; 

I. F. aged 24, by trade a weaver, was admit- 
ted an in-patient in the Worcefter Infirmary, 
March 4th, 1797. He had-been fubject to 
what had been called Fiflulas in Ano, for up- } 
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wards of three years. Upon examination, two. 
very {mall orifices were difcernable on the nates, 
very near the perinzeum, but too fmall to admit 
a common fized probe. A whitith opake fluid 
was difcharged from them, and the parts fur- 
rounding feemed hard and callous. As, from 
his own confeffion, there was fome reafon to 
fufpeét a fyphilitic affection, as he had no 
cough, and was in every refpect languid and de- 
bilitated, I withed to make trial of the nitric acid, 

_ with an intention of conquering the fyphilitic 
affection, as well as invigorating the fyftem. 
He began with 3j. mixed in a quart of water, 
the whole of which was directed to be taken 
within the courfe of twenty-four hours, and the - 
- fiftulous orifices were drefled with mercurial 
ointment. In the courfe of a week he found 
himfelf much better, his appetite increafed, and : 
to ufe his own expreffion, .‘‘ he thought he felt 
ftouter.” ‘Tshe quantity was now increafed to 
3 fs. and at the end of another week to 31j. to 
be taken within the fame fpace of time. The 


orifices ftill continuing to fecrete a fmall quan- 
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tity of matter, the mercurial dreffing was now 
laid afide, and he was dire@ed to ufe a fomen- — 
tation of vinegar and water to the parts twice a 
day, and to keep foft cloths wet with this liquid, 
_ conftantly applied tothem. In a fhort time the 
difcharge ceafed entirely, the orifices healed, 
the callofity difappeared, and the man found 
himfelf perfectly well. Before he quitted the 
Infirmary, he omitted his medicine for a fort- 
night, without any of his fymptoms returning, 
or experiencing any relapfe in his general health. 
He was therefore difcharged completely cured, 
April 20th. | 12 


CASE IE. 

J. W. aged 45, had, in the early part of his 
life, beén a foldier; and during an engagement, 
had been wounded in the perineum, neck of the 
bladder, rectum, &c. Since which time, he has 
never been quite well; the parts have been im- 
perfectly healed, and he has been afflicted with 
variety of complaints; fome of which appear to 


have been increafed, if not produced, by a 
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habit of inebriety, to which he acknowledges 
he has been fubject. He was received into the 
Infirmary for an ill-conditioned ulcer of the Leg, 
accompanied with erifipelas of the fcrotum, and 
anafarcous {wellings of the whole body; but 
particularly of the lower extremities: he had 
many other fymptoms of general debility. 

I efteemed this a fair cafe to make trial of the 
powers of nitric acid. But though I began with 
a {mall dofe, it evidently difagreed with him. I 
then gave him two or three dofes of {quills and 
digitalis. ‘Thefe increafed the flow of his urine, 
and in fome degree abated the anafarcous fwel- 
lings. I then again made trial of the nitric 
acid ; it produced the fame unpleafant effeCs as 
before, together with heartburn, cholic, flatu- 
lancy, &c. though joined with an aromatic 
tin@ure. I was therefore obliged to lay it afide 
a fecond time, though not before it had affected. 
_ his gums with forenefs, and produced a flight 
falivation. (This and one other are the only pa- 
tients to whom it has been given, that have been 


fo affected by it.) The poor man was now 
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made an out patient, and ftill continues to drag 
out a miferable exiftence, which is merely ren- 


dered tolerable by occafional dofes of opium. 


CASE IIL | 

Though the lJaft mentioned patient was not 
benefited by the nitric acid, the fubject of the - 
following experienced greater and-‘more decided 
good effecis from it, than any ee I ever 
adminifiered it to. 

On the 25th of March, R. H. ee 22, a 
farmer's labourer, was fent to the Worcefter 
Infirmary with a lumbar abfcefs, that for fome 
weeks paft had fuppurated, and difcharged itfelf 
through a fmall opening. above poupart’s li- 
gament in the right groin: the thigh on that 
fide was confiderably enlarged, inflamed, and 
painful on preffure ; he.could not bear to be 
fupported on horfeback, and was therefore fent 
inacart. Upon his admiffion, I thought his 
cafe fo hopelefs, and fearful that little could be 
done to benefit him by medicine or furgery, I 


_ was only anxious to have him fent back into the 
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country as foon as poffible, being apprehenfive 
that confinement in the Hofpital would only 
haften his death, which at this time feemed in- 
_ evitable. In a week’s time, with great difficulty, 
he underwent the fatigue of a journey home. 
- again, in the fame cart that brought him here. 
Before he quitted the Infirmary and was made 
an out-patient, it occurred to me, that it was 
probable the nitric acid might be tried to advan- 
tage in this cafe. I accordingly began by giving 
him 31. mixed in a pint of water, which he took _ 
in the courfe of twenty-four hours. He faid 
it felt warm at his ftomach, and at firft taking 
flufhed his face ;_ he continued iaieaver with 
| little interruption, from April 4th, to June 10th; 
a weck after which time, to my very great fur- 
prize, he walked from his houfe (eight miles 
diftant from Worcetter,) and called upon me. 
He looked fo different from what he did when 
laft I faw him, that I was under the neceflity 
of enquiring his name and cafe, before-I could 
recollect him. Mr. Price, the Apothecary’s 
affiftant at the Infirmary, was equally furprized 
when he called there. 
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The wound in his groin was only dreffed fu- 
perficially, with a fimple cerate of wax and oil. 
The difcharge, he informed me, had gradually 
leffened, till it ceafed entirely. The {welling 
and inflammation of the thigh had gradually 
fubfided, and affifted by the moderate preflure | 
“of a callicoe roller, was finally reftored to its 

ufual fize and aétion. — | 
Asa proof that this unexpected cure was 
principally effected by means of the nitric acid, 
the poor fellow hada relapfe once or twice 
during his confinement at home, for want of 
his medicine, the quantity difpenfed to him 
from the Infirmary having been all taken before 
he had an opportunity of fending for more.’ 
CASE IV. 

‘I. B. aged 23, had undergone a regular 
courfe of mercury by friction and the mouth, 
till a ftrong falivation was excited, with the hope 
of curing fome obftinate venereal ulcers on his 
fhins, and one or two ill-conditioned and fpread- 


ing chancres on the penis. He afterwards took 
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bark, opium, fteel, and farfaparilla, for fome 
months, without any manifeft advantage. Feb. 

| 20th, he began to take the nitric acid, and on 

the 8th of April following, was difmiffed perfect- 

ly cured. His mouth was never (by this medi- | 

cine) affected with falivation, or his-gums ren- 


dered fpung y or fwelled, 


| CASE V. 

I. B. aged 35, was admitted an out-patient 
of the Worcefter Infirmary, July oth, 1797, for 
an ulcer near the right condyle of the lower jaw; 
a {mall portion of the interior part of the jaw 
was laid bare—was becoming carious, and the 
difcharge highly offenfive. The carbon cate- 
plafm was immediately applied to the ulcer, for 
the purpofe of correcting the foetor, and the in- 
fide of his mouth was examined, to determine 
whether it might not in fome meafure have been 
-occafioned by decayed teeth ; but this not being 
found to be the cafe, the poultice was perfifted 7 
‘in till the wound put on acleaner appearance, 


During this time, the man confeffed to a pro- 
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feffional gentleman of my acquaintance, that he, 


at that time, was affected with venereal com- 
plaints. ‘The next time I examined_him, he 
informed me that he had lately had a flight 
hernia humoralis, and other fymptoms of vene- 
real infection. The charcoal application was 
now laid afide, and the wound drefled with 
mércurial ointment ; and at the fame time he 
was ordered to take the nitric acid internally 
%1j.1in 24 hours. This medicine he began to: 
take July isth; and this day, Aug. igth, was 
_difmiffed, cured; the ulcer in the jaw being 
completely healed, and no fymptom remaining 
of venereal infection. | 7 

I have found the nitric acid fuccefsful in va- 
rious cafes, where no other medicine had been - 
previoufly given ; and in fome, after the failure 
of the bark, and many other efficacious fontes as 
they are generally called. It may be prefumed, 
therefore, that when the efficacy of this medi- 
cine has been more generally introduced into 


practice; and fuccefsfully employed, it will be 


\ 
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efteemed a valuable acquifition to the healing 
art. ] 
T remain, dear Sir, _ 


en 


W. SANDFORD. . 
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Letter from Mr. BAYNTON. 
Dear Sir, 


Is compliance with the requeft of your yefter- 
day’s favour, I herewith fend you an account of © 
two venereal patients, who were cured of the 
laft ftage of that difeafe, after a failure of care- 
fully conducted mercurial courfes, On the Oth 
of January, 1795, a man named ——_——, _ 
about 20 years of age, applied to me for 
the cure of venereal ulcerations, and eruptions 
upon his arms, breaft, and forehead. He faid, 
that about 10 months before, he had con- 
tracted a venereal complaint, of which the — 
firft fymptoms were chancres, and buboes that 
fuppurated ; that he had applied to an itine- 
rant practitioner for relief, and by his affift- 
ance, was freed from thofe complaints ; but 
that inconveniences of a more diftrefling kind 
were foon obferved to fucceed their removal ; 
that his throat became obftinately fore, and that — 


ulcerations and blotches foon followed. I or- 
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dered him to take half a grain of the muriated 
quickfilver, with an equal quantity of opium, 
morning and evening ; and to drink with it, half 
a pint of a decoction prepared with the ufual 
quantities of euaiacum, faffafras, mezerion, and 
liquorice. ‘Thefe medicines were perfevered in 
till the middle of May, and continued fome 
weeks after the removal of the fymptoms for 
which they were exhibited. ~ 

I did not fee him from that time till the 25th 
of Auguft : he then applied for the relief of a 
train of fymptoms that nearly refembled rheu- 
matifm. He had much pain in the larger joints, 
with anaccelerated pulfe,and a regular increafe of 
pain and fever every evening. He had been em- 
ployed in the open air fome time before this ap- 
plication, and had, as he faid, been§fometimes 
improperly expofed. I therefore did not hefitate 
to confider the complaint as rheumatick, and to 
treat it accordingly. ‘The faline and other medi- 
cines, with antimonials, liniments, &c. were tried 
_ till the end of Sept" without any advantage. It 
was not till the beginning of January, 1797, that 

D 


( 50) 


any thing could be obferved, which rendered it. 
probable that bis complaints were occafioned.by 
venereal poifon. About that time nodes began 
to appear upon his fhins, and gradually increafed 
till the 20th; when he was directed to take two 
drachms of the ftrong nitrous acid, or aqua’ 
fortis, diluted with two pints of water, every | 
day, in any way he could with the leaft incon- 
venience. In lefs than three weeks his pains 
began to abate, and his health, which was much 
impaired, to return. The medicine was con-’ 
tinued till the 25th of April, when the painand 
 fiiffnefs of the large joints, which before that ” 
_ time was.fo confiderable as. to render it probable: 

- that the difeafe would end in incurable lamenefs, - 
together with the excrefcences upon the tibia, | 
and all his other ine aNemicin fymptoms, ex- 
cept weaknefs, were perfectly removed. 

A conftant difcharge of faliva, equal in quan- 
tity to what would have been fecreted under a 
mild mercurial courfe, attended the 'adminiftra= 
tion of the acid in this cafe; but. without any 


forenefs of the mouth, -or difagreeable fmell. 
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CASE IL 

W™. GREENSLADE, aged 21; a private - 
in the Artillery, contracted a venereal complaint 
about the beginning of March, 1796.. He had 
a chancre, and a bubo which fuppurated ; and 
took mercurials by the direction of his acquain- 
tance and fellow-foldiers, till the 1{t of April ; 
when he became a patient in the Royal Hofpital 
_at Woolwich, and continued there a month, 
during which time his mouth was kept in a con- 
.ftant ftate of forenefs, by the ufe of mercury. — 
On the 1{t of May he was difcharged, apparently — 
cured; but in three months after, his throat 
became fore, and continued fo till May, 1797 ; 
he then began to feel nocturnal pains in the 
breaft, and frontal bones, and to perceive nodes . 
upon the fhins, together with a fwelling upon 
the ulna, near the wrift of the right hand. On 
the sth of June, I was requefted by ferjeant 
Evans of the fame corps, to render him affift- _ 
ance. His pain had then fo much reduced him, 


and the joints of his knees were fo much enlar- 


igs 
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ged, that he could not turn in his bed without 


difficulty. A drachm of: mercurial ointment 
was dire@ied to be rubbed into his thighs every 
night, and a deco¢tion of guaiacum, faffafras, 
&c. to be taken as ufually directed. On the 1 ith, 
his pains were fo great as to require the affit- 
tance of opiates,. which, with the frictions and 
decoction, were continued till the 21ft of July, | 
a period of fix weeks, without in any degree 
abating his pain or fwellings. His health was. 
then much impaired, his appetite gone, his — 
pulfe quick and fmall, and his general appear- 
ance he¢tical. On that day, two drachms of the 


‘nitrous acid diluted with two pints of water, was — 


_fent him, and he was direéted to take as much of. 


ae 


it as he could in the day. The firkt day, he 
drank the whole quantity; but was fo much gri- 
ped by it that he could not afterwards be prevailed 
upon to take more than a pint, or a pint and a 
half, in the 24 hours. In lefs than ten days, 
his pains began to abate, and his health to mend. 
Fis recovery has been fo rapidly advancing fince, 
that I yefterday found, when I called to fee him, 
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that he had walked out to take the air, and that 
except the {welling upon his tight arm, and 
fome ftiffnefs of the knee joints, he was free 
from every fymptom of difeafe. In this cafe, no 
ptyalifm, or forenefs of the gums, were occa- 
_ fioned by the medicine. | 

In another | cafe fimilar to ete: that 
had refifted mercury in every” way, and 
where this acid appeared to have a fair trial, I 
could not difcover that the venereal {pmptoms 
were alleviated, though the patient’s general 
health was improved by its ufe. Ina cafe of 
ulceration, attended with ations, fpecifically 
difeafed, that affeCed the arm of a patient who 
had long laboured under fiphylis, and who had 
taken very large quantities of mercury without 
advantage, the acid was alfo tried by my advice 
without fuccefs.. | 

Tam, dear Sir, 
your fincere fervant, 


Briftol, Aug. 22. THO, BAYNTON, 


(( ©54/) 


Letter from Mr. Bowles, Surgeon to St. Peter's 
-» Hofpital, Briffol. — 


Dear Sir,. | 
Tue following is an account of the patients to 
whom the nitric acid was exhibited laft winter 
in St. Peter’s Hofpital. You may depend on 
it as accurate in all effential circumftances. 
Aug. 2A, 1797. I remain, &c. 
To Dr. Beddoes. FRA. C. BOWLES. 


ANNA HEAVEN, a patient of my own, 
had a large and foul ulcer on the calf of the leg, 
bearing all the marks of the fecondary venereal. 
ulcer; under a courfe of the cort. peruy. and 
the application of local ftimulants, the ulcer in 

her leg healed : but at this period fome glandu- | 
lar tumors appeared i in the neck, which _pro-~ 
ceeded to fuppuration ; the nitric acid was now 
given her, beginning with fixty drops each day, 
and increafing- the dofe gradually to a hundred 


and twenty. This plan was continued fix weeks, 
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during which no alteration could be perceived; 
except an increafe of appetite, and occafionally, . 


fome degree of gnawing pain in the flomach. 


ANN RICHARDSON, a patient of Mr, 
Salmon’s, had noGturnal’ pains if the bones df 
her extremities, and nodes on the left ulna and 
tibia. For fome weeks fhe ufed mercury with- 
‘out any apparent benefit. . The nitric acid was. | 
given her in the fame quantity as to the laft pa-_ 
tient, and perfevered in for an equal length of 
time ; but without mitigating the difeafe. She 
experienced the fame increafe of appetite, and 
uneafinefS in her ftomach, as the former pa- 


tient. 


MARY POWELL, a patient of Mr. Davies’s, 
had nocturnal pains in her bones, and an erup- 
tion which was fuppofed to be venereal. Mer- 
cury had alleviated, but not removed thefe fymp- 
toms; for about fix weeks, fhe continued the 
nitric acid, in the fame dofes as the former 


patients, but it produced no change in the 
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difeafe ; the effets upon her ftomach and appe- 
tite were the fame as in the foregoing cafes. The 
acid given to thefe women wasat firft the com- 
mon nitrous acid; but in a few days it was 


changed for the colourlefs acid diftilled over 
filver by Mr. W. Clayfield. 


Mee) 
Letter from Dr. Girdleftone. 


I have tried the nitric acid in a variety of fyphi- 
litic cafes, without having been able to effe@ 
any cures with it. ‘Thofe of my patients who 
have taken it, to the quantity of a drachm and 
an half, or two drachms daily, have generally . 
found it to produce, within eight or‘ten days, | 
a copious flow of faliva, with tendernefs and 
fwelling of the gums, but not unfrequently an 
increafe of the venereal fymptoms. | 

I have then generally fubftituted the mercu- 
Hal frictions, with very rapid good effects. But 
the falivation excited by the nitric acid, does 
not feem to prevent the patients from bearing 
the mercurial frictions as long, without produ- 
cing ulcerations about the gums, as if no pre- 
vious tendernefs had been excited by the acid. 
_T have alfo obferved, that the nitric acid may be 
immediately given and perfified in after a mer- 
curial falivation, without producing any farther 


alteration upon the gums, unlefs it be that of 
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enabling the patient fooner to refume mercurial 
frictions. | 

Asit is difficult to reftrain drunkards to acid _ 
beverage, I have not been able to try the nitric 
- atid in many liver complaints. 

I have relieved one dram-drinker. with the 
nitric acid, under a liver complaint, where a 
mercurial falivation had failed, 

After fix weeks progreflive convalefcency and, 
difcipline, he regained his liberty ; and then his 
abufe of it foon re-produced his difeafe, which 
will now prove fatal. Ihave relieved, with 
this acid, one patient with fpafinodic afthma ; 
one with dyfpneea, and two with piles. One of 
the cafes of piles, with the effects of the acid of 
lemons upon another of my patients, I fhall an | 
nex with this letter. . 

 [ remain, dear Sir, 

Yarmouth, Your’s very truly, 

Aug.2,1797. THO, GIRDLESTONE, 


a i a : 
A: very ftout made maiden lady, of about 34 
years of age, had laboured for upwards of fix 
years, under the moft obftinate piles. They 


were both external, internal, and blind; and 


had been treated by a variety of furgeons and_ 


phyficians, in London and the country, to fo 
‘little purpofe, that for many months the had 
attempted to derive all her medicinal aid from 
large dofes of caftor oil, Ward’s pafte, and a 
very low diet. Under this treatment, the tu- 
mors changed from the blind to the bleeding 
piles, but without the difcharge affording any 
fenfible diminution of pain. Her countenance 
- was become exceedingly bloated, her perfon 
unufually fat, her mind torpid, and fhe was 
unable to walk, or to bear the motion of a car- 
riage. In confequence of thefe fymptoms, I or- 


dered her to take one grain of calomel every 


\ 


third night, with daily dofes of ferrum vitriol-_ 


atum and cafcatilla, and two or three elaftes of 
port wine in the 24 hours. 
After about three week’s perfeverancc in this 


plan, fhe became active, thinner, florider and 
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| flronger ; ; but the coftivenefs and local pains 
were only a little relieved. 

She had perfifted in thefe folie about 
ten weeks without any farther benefit, when I 
was requefted to think of {ome other means. 
The arrival of your publication determined me _ 
to try the nitric acid, without the affiftance of 
any other medicine. She had not taken this acid 
above a week, ‘before fhe became regular in her 
bowels, free from pain, and able to bear the 
motion of a carriage, as well as the exercife of 
walking. 

Her gums. were tender. after about a fort- 
night’s ufe of the acid; but, by diluting it more 
with water, fhe has ever fince been able to take 
this medicine; and to remain free from dif- 
eafe. cy | 

In the year 1796, a gentleman of avery flrong 
make, with dark colored hair, in about the fif- 
tieth year of his age,. had for fix months, at- 
tempted to flarve himfelf to death, by feigning 
bodily difeafe.. During the laft weeks of thofe 
fix months, he had refufed all forts of nourith- 
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ment but tea, without any fugar in it. He was 
exceedingly emaciated ; and under. this diet, 
the little urine which he evacuated, had the 
. appearance of the red particles of the blood 
_ mixed with the ferum. His breath was fetid, 
and _his tongue changed from a white to a 
brawnith color. His pulfe, which had been al- 
ways very flow, was now till flower, but not 
_ interrupted. The mind at length becoming 
weak as well as the body, he was brought to a 
confeffion, that I had all along been right in 
afferting, he had refifted the calls of hunger. 
He was then gradually recovered from his ema- 
ciation, by the regular, but cautious fupply of 
food. After feveral flight relapfes, which were 
checked by the obfervations of his friends, he 
took the opportunity of his relations being in 
‘London, in January, 1707, of refuming his © 
former melancholy determination. On the 12th 
of February I vifited him, and was informed, 
that for the lafi three weeks, he had lived en- 
tirely upon the juice of lemons and a little wa- 


ter. He was exceedingly languid and emaci- 
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ated, with a flow pulfe as before; and the little 
urine which be evacuated, had the former 
bloody appearance. His gums were fwelled, 
and hada moft beautiful erimfon tinge. He 
had a flight falivation, with a fetid breath, a 
dry cough, and a bluth all over his {kin, even 
over his hands and arms. He faid he was with- 
out pain, and that he felt perfectly tranquil. 
As I was not able to prevail on him'to take any , 
thing elfe, I defired that he fhould be indulged | 
in the juice of lemons, until I fhould fee him ~ 
again in three days. I faw him again on the 
15th, and found him nearly as I had left him, 
except that the cough was now attended with 
an expectoration of. mucus, which refembled | 
cream when mixed with a very fmall portion of 
the frefh juice of rafpberries. In order to decoy 
him from this diet, I told him that a fmall por- 
tion of acid contained much nourifhment, and 
therefore he might continue to'take the lemon 
juice, until he could relifh fome other food. On _ 
the 18th I faw bim again, and found that under | 


the pretence of no longer relifhing acids, he, on 


( 63 ) 

the evening of the 15th of February, had ex- 
changed the lemon juice for ftrong tea, which 
he had drunk without either fugar or cream. 
His gums and his {kin remained unufually red, 
and his tongue moiftened with much faliva ; but 
the cough and the expectoration had entirely 
left him. ‘The urine was Iefs bloody, prebably 
from a larger quantity cell having been 
fwallowed. ; 

From this ftate he continued growing more — 
drowfy and feeble, until the 21 ft of March, when 
he became alarmed with fuch a fudden fenfation 
of fpafm and weaknefs, as made him call for 
hot negus, and every thing which could be 
thought of to relieve him. He kept conftantly 
{wallowing food,. which was as conftantly rejec- 
ted; but it was accompanied with a large por- 
tion of vifcid mucus. In this ftate he remained 
until the 25th of March, when I faw him, and ~ 
found that notwithftanding he had feemingly 
retained no food, yet he had acquired a confi- 
derable fhare of firength fince my former vifit 


on the 18th of F ebruary. He had, however, 
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from the Me Ve of the liquid food on his ftomach, 
contracted a fort of hydrophobiac horror at the 
fight of liquids. He was therefore ordered 
flices of folid food, and half a grain of opium | 
without any liquid, until brandy could be fub- 
flituted for opium, and brandy. and water for 
brandy. Under this treatment he gradually 
retained every fort of food, and acquired more 
health and fpirits, than he had enjoyed for many 


years. 


To Dr. Beddoes. | i} Ay hae 
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Conversine with different individuals on the 
anti-fiphylitic powers of the nitrous acid, I was 
informed by Dr. P. a ftudent lately from Edin- 
burgh, that one of the medical profeffors there 
had frequently ufed it, but with {mall fuccefs. 
I immediately wrote to the profeffor, and have 
been favoured with the following diftinct fum- 


mary of his experience. 


Letter from Dr. Rutherford. 
, Edinburgh, Auguft 24, 1797. _ 
Sir, = : 
I wave made many trials of the nitrous acid 
in Lues, chiefly on patients in the Royal. Infir- 


mary, and with various fuccefs. In fome in- 


ftances, as. Dr. P- informed you, this me- 
dicine has failed me altogether : but even then, _ 
though it feemed to have no power in removing 
the difeafe, yet it certainly did not produce any 
_ bad effects on the conftitution. In other in- 
flances, however, the beneficial effects of it. 

Eg 
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have been moft confpicuous, abfolutely furpri- — 
zing, and far greater than I remember to have © 
“ever feen produced, in the fame fpace of time, 
by any preparation of mercury. Such falutary 
effects have been remarked principally i in the 
more advanced fiages of the difeafe, when fome 
of its moft diftreffing fymptoms were prefent ;. 
particularly fevere pain in. the bones, fwellings, 
in the perioftium, fici, ra have feen all 
thefe pafs away moft rapidly under the ufe of the 
acid. But I muft acknowledge, that I have: 
known the fame. fymptoms to haye recurred, 
foon after the medicine had been difcontinued : 
and, in one example where ‘this had happened, 
the fame complaints, which had yielded almoft 
at-once to the acid, now’ proved abfolutely re~ 
fraory to” at, and were at Taft removed by 1 
courte of mercury. Bi 3 
I have lately feen an | inflance o or * two, where 
the difeafe was fo inveterate, and the sect, Ea 
tution fo broken, ‘that neither the acid nor. 
mercury were adequate to check the pro- : | 
grefs of the difeafe ; as trial had been made | 
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of both in fucceffion,; but without any confpi- 
cuous advantage : in thefey therefore; the acid 
has been ufed at the fame time with the mer- 
ccury, and the two together, have produced 2 
moft favourable change in almoft every fymp- 

fom. : | 
What the particular circumftances are, which 
occafion fuch difference of refult in different ex- 
amples, I confefs I have not been able to afcer- 
tain. Iam happy, however, to think that thefe 
will probably foon be afcertained, by fome of 
the many ingenious obfervers, who, I learn, are 
now occupied with the fubject. Moft fortunate 
~willit be for mankind, if a certain fubftitute be 
found for mercury, in the cure of lues, as well 
as other difeafes. And fuch, I would hope, may 
foon be found in fome of the acids, or their 
compounds. For though I cannot fay that my 
own trials of the nitrous acid in lues have been | 
uniformly fo fuccefsful as I might have expec- 
ted from fome printed accounts of its efficacy, 
| which I have had accefs to perufe, yet they fuf- 
ficiently prove, that in certain ftates of the 
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difeafe, and in certain weahiotekh ene: it is a re< 


medy of very great bea : 


1 have the honour to be, Se. 
pet} RUTHERFORD, 
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Royal Hofpital, Plymouth, ug. 28, 1797. 
feBiry so a ie 
‘Tne ‘cafe of Robert Harris, which I now beg 
leave to tranfmit; would have been fent with the 
other cafes, but the event was then doubtful ; 
as the man is now recovered, and his cafe a very 
fingular one, and the ufe of the nitrous acid more 
_ exemplified, I thought it might merit your at- 
~ tention. | | 
# T have the honour to be, &&c. 
STEPHEN HAMMICK, Junr. 


ROBERT HARRIS, a Seaman, aged 24, 
fair complexioned, was received into this Hof- 
pital, June ift, 1797, for a venereal complaint. 
He fays, three weeks after the connexion, he 
found a fwelling in his left groin; at the expira- 
tion of ten days, he applied to the furgeon’s 

mate, (the furgeon having been fent on fhore 
| during the late mutiny ;) fome mercurial pills 
were ordered, which produced a ptyalifm; and 


ial poultice was applied to the part. About a 


® 
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fortnight after, the bubo was opened by incifion, 
but another foon formed lower down, which 
was opened in like manner; but both foon 
fpread into one. A new furgeon was appointed 
to the fhip, and the man was fent to the Hofpi- 
His bubo was now phagzedenic, and, . by 

an accurate, meafurement, was eight. inches, in 
circumference. The edges were.much inflamed, 
and the bubo itfelf was black, foul, fpreading, 
and difcharging ichor highly offenfive to, our- 
felves, and intolerable to others. Hie was now — 
weak and emaciated, without appetite, with | 
night fweats, diarrhoea, and a harraffing cough. 
June l{t 1797, the day he became our patient, 
he took, acid: nitros: 34), Jyrupt fimpl: Zviii, deco: 
lignor: MWbij,.m: et. bibat quotidie. . The bubo 
was fomented with a ftrong decoction of rad: 
~ althee: capit: papaver, et flor: chamaem. A ; 
poultice of yeaft and oatmeal was. applied cold ; 
he took an opiate at night, and a {permaceti MiX= 
ture for his cough, sighae . 
June 4th, The bubo ina Spices ftate ; 
the diarrhcea more profufe; the. nitric drink 


Cy 
| continued; a a thubarb bolus, with confect: opiat: 
adminiftered every fixth hour. 3 
oth. - Large floughs thrown off in the poul- 
tice; the ulcer, neverthelefs, continued to fpread ; 
flatus in the ftomach and inteftines ; diarrhcea 
lefs; the bolus with rhubarb and confection taken 
only twice a day ; two grains of opium given 
every fix hours; nitric drink continued ae: gal- 
banum mixture for the flatus. 
14th. The floughs caft off; the ulcer was 
fo wide and deep, that he was enjoined firict 
confinement to his bed, left an artery, by exer- 
tion, fhould burft ; the yeatt’ poultice was chan- 
ged for another made with freth leaves of cicuta ; 
_his fweats diminifhed, and diarrhoea increafed. 
20th. The difeafe gained ground; the ulcer 
extended in circumference and depth. The 
- man was fo exhaufted that he could not. raife 
 himfelf in bed; was propped up’ with pillows, 
and deemed irrecoverable. The nitric medicine; 
fomentation juft warm; cicuta poultice and opiate 
continued. Anxious to relieve, the occafion 


prefling, the nitric acid a new medicine, not 
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given by us in a cafe fo-deplorable, we adminif- 
tered the bark; but as every dofe was immedi- 
ately vomited up, the bark was wholly laid 
afide. 23d. Nitric drink continued : the myrrh — 
mixture adminiftered for the cough ; this he 
took but one day, the ftomach rejecting it. 
25th. His fituation confidered defperate by 
ourfelves, and others of the faculty, not belong- 
ing to the Hofpital, whom curiofity drew hither 
from reports of the cafe; nitric drink, cicuta 
poultice, and opiate continued; almond oil 
mixed with honey, given for the cough. 26th. 
A gleam of hope; one of the inguinal glands 
| began to clean, and the bubo ceafed to fpread : 
his recovery commenced. ‘The edges of the 
Bio were accurately meafured; its circumfe- 
rence was fourteen inches and three quarters ; 
under the loofe and flabby edges, a probe, all 
around, was paffed more than an inch; the 
lower part of the mu/culus iliacus internus, the 
upper part of the peéfinalis and adduéfor longus 
femoris, were laid bare; four of the inguinal 


glands, all bare as well the mutcles, were fo 


oe, 
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loofe that we expected their entire feparation. 
Though thefe appearances were favourable,, yet 
he was very feeble, had fill diarrhoea and 
{weats ; a low pulfe, no appetite, and his urine 
paffed from him involuntarily : nitric acid, poul- 
tice, and opiate continued. 30th. The ulcer 
clean, _ his. fpirits better, cough lefs; nitric 
drink continued. July 7th, The bubo fill 
‘cleaning ; granulations rifing ; appetite return- 
ing; fweats and diarrhoea leffening: — nitric 
drink continued. July 14th. Bubo quite clean : 
granulations firmer: the fomentation and poul- 
tice difcontinued ; a drefling of fimple white. 
ointment on lint applied : appearance and health 
improved; cough ftill lefs, diarrhoea ceafed, 
fweats abated. 24th. The inguinal glands 
not eminent; the granulations rifing to a level ; 
_ his appetite good: fat up two hours. 30th. . 
Recovers rapidly. The ulcer fills up; moved 
about the ward on crutches; the nitraus acid 
reduced to one drachm and a half daily. He 
continued the drink in this quantity of the acid, 
to this day, Auguft 28th ; the bubo, though not 


quite healed, is within the compafs of afixpence; iP 
the. cicatrix, as far as it had extended, is firm, 
and with a healthy appearance, with no tenden- — 
cy at all to fpread again. His appetite, ‘ftrength, 
and fieflifre reflored ; his leg and thigh, how- 
ever, are contracted, and he has fometimes; by | 
night, an involuntary difcharge of urine. «It is 

a pleafure to remark, that he has not any appear- 
ance of the difeafe any where, in any form what-. 
ever. However, it is our intention to keep him 
under the nitric courfe, till the cicatrix is com- 
pletely formed. It may be worth while here to 
notice, that he has taken one hundred and fixty= 
four drachins of the nitrous acid; and this quantity 
has not produced the leaft appearance tending 


to falivation. 


‘Fo Dr. Beddoes. 


e 
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na aia Hofpital, dug. 28, 1797. 
BU Te rN AN | 
Tue account of the cafe of Robert Harris, o 
Mr. ‘Hammick, Junr. accompanies this letter, 
Mr. ‘Hammick has already ftated, that the pa- 
tient has saken one hundred and frxty-four drachms 
of the nitrous acid ; that this quantity has not, 
in any degree, excited falivation, nor impaired 
the habit. Although he had a diarrhcea, he 
continued it, and the fweats were reftrained 
under its ufe. The opiates, though fo largely 
adminiftered, were given. more with a view of 
alleviating pain, than to arreft the {phacelus int 
its progrefs. Opiates uncombined, have often 
\been given in fuch cafes, but have failed with 
us. The bark and myrrh were adminiftered but 
one day ; and every dofe was vomited up. It 
cannot therefore be faid, that tonic niedicines 
affifted. if During the whole courfe, the man 
drank more than a pint of port wine daily. But 
port wine, it may be prefumed, would not cure 
the bubo. It is evident then, that no kindof 


iy 
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diet interferes with the nitrous acid, or counter- 
adis its effect. The patients on whom this medi- 

cine has been tried, have ufed the different 
kinds of diet, according to the eftablithed rules 

of the Hofpital. This cure, thus far advanced, 
has not been made in a@ corner, but in a great 
Hofpital. A fhort hiftory of every cafe in which 
the nitric acid has been ufed, was taken; the 

books and the medicines pr efcribed, are NOW to 
be. feen, and are open to any enquirer. The . 
man himtelf is ftill with us, and the veftige of 
his malady is, fufficiently confpicuous. Let it 
not be faid that the nitric acid may fucceed with 
failors, and failors only. It has fucceeded with 
marines, new recruits who had never embarked, 
and had no feurvy. Whatever may-be the fuc- 
cefs of this medicine, when its ufe becomes 
general, I can aver, from my own attention, 
that Mr. Hammick’s account is true ; that the 
cafe has been very accurately minuted, and — 
faithfully ftated. The cafe, though fingular in 
its nature, progrefs, and cure, is not a fingle 


inftance of the efficacy of the nitrous acid. We 
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fiill go on fuccefsfully, and if in future we 
fhould be difappointed, if it fhould not anfwer 
our expectations in every fpecies of the venereal 
_ difeafe, we fhall, as far as comes under our no- 
tice, remark, and communicate the failure. It 
_ would be wrong'to impute infallibility to it. The 
; medicine has failed in feveral inftances, and fo 
- has mercury. It will require time, acumen, 
extenfive practice, unprejudiced judgment, to 
bring this medicine fairly to the teft; to remark 
in what ftages of the diforder it will do good; 
where its fuccefs may be doubtful; where it is 
certain. It feems to an{wer better in buboes, 
_ chancres, excoriations, than in yenereal erup- - 
‘tions, diffeminated over the whole body. 
ag Lam, &c. 
FRA. GEACH, 


. Cae 


On the eve of putting out the prefent col- 
leGtion of facts, it was incumbent upon me to 
afcertain the fituation of Mr. H This 
gentleman was the fecond (probaly fie firft 


truly venereal) patient ever treated by the nitrous 
acid in Europe. Nor could a more unpromifing 
cafe prefent itfelf in any quarter of the globe. 
Havin g been repeatedly relieved of the fecondary | 
fymptoms by mercury, he had conftantly res 
lapfed within three months. In autumn 1796, 
his condition had become dreadful. ‘He fufs 
fered inexpreffibly from the principal bones. 
Large nodes had formed. “ ‘The finews of his 
‘‘arms, thighs and legs, were ftiff and con- 
* tracted.” See Confid. on dirs. P.V. Appendia, 
p- 86. His nofe was enlarged. He fwallowed 
with difficulty. His hands were a fhapelefs mafs. 
Of his fingers he had no ufe; they were rigid 
and every joint fwelled. He lay in bed a mere 


( 79. ) e ’ 


fkeleton, without power:to ftir. In eight days 
_ after beginning on the nitrous acid, his pains: 
were gone. On the tenth he walked. Nov. 
29, 1796, I faw him free from all his fymptoms, 


3 _ except ftiffnefs of the fore-finger of his right hand. 


Except fome flow of faliva, he had experienced 


~ none of the effets that mercury commonly pro- 


duces. A few days ago, I found him following 


his occupation. He has juft favoured me with 


the following note : 


Sir; 

_ Thave the pleafure to inform you, that [have 
been totally* free from pain fince I was fo hap- 
pily freed by the ufe of the nitrous acid; but 
the ftiffnefs ftill remains in the middle joint of 
the fore-finger of my right hand ; and have alfo 
a breaking-out all over my body, which is at- 
tended with a violent itching, that breaks my 


- reft. Iam now about to enter upon another 
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courfe of the acid, and have great hopes it will — 

remove this difagreeable complaint alfo. 

| Tam, &e. ° 
‘ieee 


BrisTou, 


Auguft 30, 1797. 
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The firft cafe in which the nitric acid was 
tried in Europe (and tried in vain, fee.“ Confid.” 
part V. appendix p. 85), has proceeded in the 
following manner. The patient took fix quarts 
of Velno’s veg. fyrup, without the {malleft fenfi- 
ble effect. He then relinquifhed medicine 
altogether. About this time he daily difchar- 
ged a purulent flough from his nofe, which, as 
his feelings fhewed, came from the pofterior 
nares; no ulceration was vifible in the throat. 
In the fpring, exoftofes arofe on the cranium. 
I concluded from former obfervations, that the 
medicines he had before ufed in fuch immenfe 
quantity would’cure him. Iam this day (Sep. 
Ath.) informed, that he recommenced the free 
ufe of mercurial inunétion and nitrous acid. Du- 
: ring this courfe, his {trength improved, and in 
three weeks the nodes began to diminith, and 
in amonth more totally difappeared.. During. 
this procefs, he rubbed in a pound of mercu- 

¥ 
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rial ointment, and took fix ounces of concent- 
rated acid. Not the leaft tendency to falivation 
appeared, nor any uncomfortable fymptom. His 
health daily improved. | But he ftill every day 
blew the feab or flough out of his noftrils. The 
mercurial pill was now given. The amendment 
went on rapidly, till within this fortnight, upon 
taking a flight cold, he was attacked with vene- 
real ulceration of the throat. He has again 
yeturned to the nitrous acid and mercurial. oint- 
ment, which’ he’ is to continue as long as he 


has any veftige of difeate mare the nofe. 


PRT a 


\ 


Mr. Cruikfhank of the Royal Artillery, Wool- 
wich, has lately publithed feventeen cafes of 
primary lues, treated faccefsfally ; ; fome by the 
nitrous acid; fome by the citric; “fone by the 
oxygenated marine ; ‘and others by.the oxygen- 
ated muriate of potath. He adds, (and in the 


prefent {carcity of comparative trials, the remark 
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deferves attention,) that in one very recent 
cafe, the muriate fucceeded, where the nitrous. 
acid, in the dofe of three drachms daily, had 
little or noeffe@, Doors Irwin, Jamefon, and 
| Wittman, fargeons of artillery, have related 
fourteen cures in primary cafes. The latter re- 
ports a cafe in fair progrefs, and a fecondary 
_ Cafe that was proceeding promifingly, till from 
great floughing in the throat, it became necef- 
fary to abandon the remedy, becaufe no liquid 
could be got down. Since March 13, 1797, he | 
has ufed no medicine but mitrous acid, this 
having always anfwered.. Dr. Currie, in gene- 

ral terms, bears witnefs to its efficacy ; and Dr. 
- ‘Trotter mentions three cures of inveterate fiphy- 
lis. (See Pwo cafes of Diabetes 2 vols. 8vo0. 
Dilly.) 

There is, therefore, already in favour of the. 
nitrous acid, a far greater fulnefs and variety of 
_ teftimony, than has ever been produced. in 
favour of any of thofe other fubftances that have 
at vatious times been propofed as fubftitutes for 
mercury. From the whole it clearly refults, 
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that where the conftitution is broken, the habit fee- 
ble or fcrophulous, the cure foould always be at« 
tempted by the nitrous acid, in preference to any 
other medicine. Whether this rule is to be gene- 
ralifed, might very foon be determined. The 
propriety of removing every fcruple, has induced 
me, at the rifque of a good deal of trouble, to 
hazard a propofal, which the reader will find 
annexed to the prefent pamphlet. 

By fome fuch plan, we may acquire, in two 
years, the knowledge ofa century. Certainly 
we fhall acquire enough to direct practice. A 
complete fet of facts, or a theory will fcarce be 
attained. For it will fcarce be deemed juftifi- 
able to vary methods, till all the doubts, which 
an ingenious fpeculator can ftart, may be refol- 
ved. It may affift enquirers, if I briefly ftate’ 
fome confiderations, to which all who would 
draw juft inferences muft attend. 

Whether we adopt the obfolete, or the pre- 


-yailing language concerning the operation of a 


mercury, is thus far indifferent. It is eafy to. 
conceive the great improbability, that a fingle 
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_ power fhould be exclufively adequate to the re- 
- moyal of fiphylitic affections. The fappofition 
_ is contrary to the general tenour of our expe- 

rience of nature. Moft of her productions 
“appear to be members ofa feries. There is 
hardly any fubftance or agency, of which it can 
be averred, nec viget quicquam fimile aut fecundum. 
If mercury eliminate the venereal virus by. the 
falivary glands, other untried bodies may elimi- 
nate it by the fame, or by other emun@ories. 
But falivation not being effential, the curative 
operation is fuppofed to confift in contractions 
of vefiels, nervous vibrations, or other aétions 
of whofe quality or quantity we have no teft or 
‘meafure. It is, however, difficult to fuppofe 
-mercury, and mercury only, capable of exciting 
them: and in whatever you make the operation 
of mercury to confift, an hundred modes or 


degrees of action, each different from the other, 


and all from any mercurials can produce, may 


be curative of fiphylis. Mercurials probably 
produce other changes in the fyftem, befides 
thofe that fuperfede the effects of venereal infec- 
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tion ; and fome of thefe changes appear highly : 
‘detrimental to certain conftitutions. When. 
hurried fo as to produce violent falivation, mer- 
curials are faid not to have cured fiphylis. 

Let us, for an inftant, fuppofe that mercuri- 
als and the newly tried falts have a common 
operation, depending on oxygen. . Now it is 
moft likely that there is a given quantity of 
oxygen gas, which if inhaled, would caufe the 
fame feverifhnefs that has been obferved to fol- : 
low the ufe of the oxygenated muriate, viz. | 
thirft, whitenefs of the tongue, quickened cir- 
culation, and fizy blood; or at leaft, the latter 
of thefe appearances. Will oxygen gas, fo 
affecting the fyftem, cure fiphylis? P. 105, 
part iii. of ‘* confiderations on airs,” a cafe of 
fiphylisis related, where oxygen gas was thought 
beneficial. But the circumftances are indiftin@, - 
and I think the quantity-of air too trifling for 
any effect. Again, will mercyrials and our 
falts co-operate to a cure? Will half the necef- 
fary quantity of a mercurial, joined to half the 
neceflary quantity of nitrous acid, or oxygenated 
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muriate, give the fame refult as the full quan- 
tity of either? From a paflage in Dr. Ruther- 
ford’s letter, there is room to furmife that they 
would. And fo they ought, if their aGtion be 
identical, or if they owe their virtue folely to 
oxygen. We have not, it is true, fuch accu- 
racy in medicine as to halve neceffary quanti- 
ties.or dofes; but,, in a number of cafes a dif- 
ference in the dofe fhould be fenfible, if the 
fuppofition is juft. . 

Unlefs it be true, that very diverfified ations 
are capable. of effecting a cure in fiphylis, it 
would feem, from other facts, that no anti- 
fiphylitic remedy can owe its virtue to oxygen. 
The occafional efficacy of certain plants, as far- 
faparilla with mezereon, the aftragalus ex{capus, 
Sc. is ftrongly attefted. But how can the de- 
coction of a bitterith, fab-aftringent root, fuch © 
as that of the aftragalus, be imagined capable 
of oxygenating the fyftem? Nor indeed, have 
other plants, which have been faid to be ufeful __ 
in. fiphylis, the fenfible or chemical qualities of is 
_ thofe fubftances that contain oxygen largely and 


¥ 
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loofely combined. I refer to thefe plants for 


the fake of illuftration ; and would by no means 
be underftood to fpeak of them, as generally 
ufeful in venereal complaints. ‘There are, I 
believe, but few conftitutions in which any of 
the number will be found efficacious, even in 
the fecondary ftage of lues. But it feems fuffi- 
ciently afcertained that there are fome (e. g. fee 
Girtanner’s Vener. Krankh. 1. Murray App. Med. 
vi. 83.) It is to be lamented, that a catalogue 
of thefe plants, accompanied with what evidence 
exifts of their powers, is not made out. For 
however difagreeable medicinal drenches may 
be, nine patients in ten would fwallow all the de- 
coctions the furgeon can contrive, rather than 
endure the tortures of fecondary fiphylis. Our 
venders of quack medicines for venereal com- 
plaints, live, I fuppofe, chiefly upon thefe — 
uncertain and neglected articles of the materia 
medica. Perhaps however their preparations are 
little elfe than fugared decodtion of the woods. 


Be this as it may, fingle cures are proclaimed in 


advertifements, and probably hundreds of fai- 


Jures fupprefled. 
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A lift of the fubfiances, to the trial of which 
‘the principle of oxygenation leads, would be 
ufelefs. In the ultimate medicinal refults, 
differences will no doubt appear, which can-~ 
not be explained, from the degreeof combination 
of oxygen. Oxygenated muriate cures the 
venereal diforder. What will nitre do? It is 
curious that the citric and nitrous acids fhould 
both cure lues venerea; but neither fulphuric 
acid nor acid of tartar cure the feurvy. In fuch 
a manner does nature play faft and loofe with 
analogies! -— 
~ If the nitro-muriatic acid (aqua regia) be 
ufed at all, great caution fhould be obferved in 
regard to the dofe. ‘The variety, prepared with 
muriate of ammonia, (fal ammoniac) may not 
anfwer, though the others fhould. Some par- 
ticulars, at leaft, in the literary hiftory of fiphy- 
lis, favour this conjecture. Peyrilhe (Reméde 
nouveau, contre les maladies venerienngs. Paris, 
179A) having revived the ufe of volatile alkali,» 
profeffor Adolphus Murray decifively fhewed 


that the inflammation of chancres is increafed 
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by it, and that in other forms of the diforder, it 


is prejudicial. Medit. circa methodum luis vene- 
ree curandea. Upfal, 1779. 

It is manifeft, from all the facts taken ed 
ther, that nitrous acid does not act like mercury 
upon the falivary glands. Delivering it by a 
tube low down in the mouth, is an experimen- 
tum crucis In fome cafes, by flimulating the 
falivary orifices, it undoubtedly did occafion 
falivation. In a cafe of fpafmodic afthma, mer- 
cury brought on deep ulcers of the tongue. I 
faw the fame from the nitrous acid. 

Mofi obfervers have noticed the great effect 
of nitrous acid in increafing. the appetite. In 
the afthmatic cafe juft mentioned, and in a | 
variety of inftances, from the autumn of 1796, 
to the prefent time, I have myfelf witnefled the 
fact. It has occurred in feveral delicate women 

with whom inappetency is a conftitutional defect. 
In indigeftion, attended by diminifhed fecretion 
ee of bile, I have experienced the utility of the 
nitrous. acid. It has been effectual after ‘ujfs 
bepatica,—that terrible difeafe of hard drinkers 
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was fully formed. As a means of checking 
night fweats in confumption, it has fhewn, in 
my practice, no fuperiority over fulphuric acid. 
Its tendency to produce diarrhoea appeared 
equal. : | 
In the capacity of efficacious ftimulants, to- 
tally different from | opium, I expect that the 
nitrous acid and oxygenated muriate,* will {up- 
ply an immenfe defideratum in the materia 
medica. The effecs they produce, point them 
out as deferving trial, where the arterial, ner- 
yous, and abforbent functions languith. I can 
corroborate this furmife by a few flight obferva- 
tions. But let me endeayour to fhelter them 
from contempt, by remarking, that as they were. 
~ not forwarded to me by their authors, fo neither 
are they delivered by me to the public, as full 


* The oxygenated muriate of potafh can be made cheap 
by fome of the Manchefter manufaéturers. I fhould think 
they could.afford it at 1s. the ounce, or under, In London, 


qi am. informed, it is fold at a moft extravagant price. 
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evidence of the powers alee bat merely to 


excite enquiry. 
Nitrous acid in low fever. © At this moment, 


a fever is in the houfe, and rages with confider- 


able feverity ; and I am not without fear of its” 


confequences. It is what Cullen calls typhus 


nervofa. The patient is very low, without deli-. 


rium: nothing feems at prefent to tend to the 
more infectious fpecies of this difeafe. I have 


frequently obferved, and fo muft you, that the 


} 


firft has gradually changed into the laft. Ihave 


tried the common. remedies, and the debility 


increafcs, and the appetite even further dimin- 
ifhes. Three cafes of this difeafe have pest 
lately treated by the nitrous acid, by one of our 
furgeons, Mr. Bartlett. With him it proved 


fuccefsful, after bark and other bitters had been 


fruitleflly exhibited. June 8th. Let four drops 


of the common acid of the fhops, with as much 
water as makes it grateful to. be taken for a dofe. 
I intend to give about 40 drops in 24 hours. 
June goth. My patient has taken about a drachm 
of the acid. It was followed after a few dofes 
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only, an hour's interval being allowed between 
each dofe, by confiderable reduction of the 
pulfe, From frequent, weak and thready, it 
became flow, equable and fuller. Between 6 
and 7 hours refrefhing fleep in the night; an 
effect which opium failed to produce. But the 
_moft material circumftance is, that after'a con- 
ftant loathing of all food, from the commence- 
ment of the difeafe, “to-day veal was craved and 
eaten, with fome relifh, to the quantity of up- 
wards of an ounce along with greens.” 

“<The exacerbation in this cafe, which was 
very confiderable, and took place daily, felt 
the influence of the new medicine, the fucceed- 
ing recurrence being flighter, when a few dofes 
only had been taken. The fecond: day broke 
its powers full further, and changed the time. 
On the third day of ufing the acid, there came’ 
on nothing but a fhort thrill and uneafinefs. 
In two days more, my patient was convalefcent, 
. fo as to fit upin bed an hour and more ata 
time. Sleep returned and was refrefhing, which 
opiates had conftantly difturbed. The yellow 
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bark had, on trial, heated, arid greatly increafed 
the fever. A moderate portion of wine was al 
lowed, mixed with panada for food.” 

©] muft not too haftily pronounce an eulogi- 
um on this medicine; but fo far it augurs well. 
If my theory be right, we are to expect good 
effects fromit in cafes, chiefly of great debility, 
whether from irritation of the nerves, or where 
there is folution of the fluids. Should my ad~ 
vice be required in confluent fimall pox, I thould 
fly to it with hopes of fuccefs.” 

“ A friend has tried nitrous acid in a cafe of ie 
fever, where it failed: but he acknowledges it 
was fuch as he ought not, on maturer delibera=— 
tion, to have’ ventured its reputation in. The 
cafe was marked with confiderable inflammatory 
ation of the arterial fyftem. It rendered every — 
fymptom worfe.” Extracts of letters written in 
June and Auguft, v797, by Dr. Hamilton: of 
Lpfwich. ing) a 

Cafe apparently of lymphatic affe@ion with fever- 
ifonels, treated by Mr. Bartlett, furgeon, of Ipf-— 
wich, Mrs. M. of a lax fibre, cachectic habit; 


Coy. 
fabjeQ to dyipepfia ; has often pains in various 
parts of her body, efpecially about the joints, 
refembling chronic rheumatifm ; is frequently 
indifpofed by fudden alterations in the tempera- 


ture of the air, change of drefs, or {mall irregu- 


. Jaritiesof diet. Within the lat feven years, fhe has 


~ hadtworeturns of a fort of rheumatic fever, atten- 
ded with confiderable debility, in each of which © 
the. difeafe, under the ufual treatment, con- 
tinued at leaft fix weeks before the could be 
properly termed a convalefcent. Laft {pring 
fhe had a return of this indifpofition. ead Bo 
Tongue foul and dry, thirft, urine high-colored 
and without fediment. Pains over her like 
rheumatifm ; wrift and fingers greatly fwelled, 
‘hard, but not difcoloured by any rednefs. The 
fingers could not be bent (from the increafed 
quantity of lymph depofited by the exhalants 
and unabforbed by the correfponding | ympha- 
tics ?) whence Mr. B. concluded that there 
muft be confiderable debility in the lymphatics. 
The ancles and feet partook of the fame tume- 


faction, though ina lefs degree. They were 
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hard to the touch and pale. Skin dry; fleep 
difturbed. The faline mixture; with ¢imGura 
opt and vinum antimoniu was continued for feve- 
ral days, a gentle emetic, with a proportionate. 
laxative being premifed. The pores were opened 
by the medicine, but the fever not abated. 
This plan was now relinquithed, and as the | 
difeafe appeared to partake fo much of debility, 
the bark was adminiftered, but with no_ better 
fuccefs. Mr. B. began to be alarmed for the 
lady’s fafety. It was now he turned his atten- 
tion to the nitrous acid. Three drops of the 
common acid of the fhops. diluted with water, 
were given every three hours. The fecond day, 
the fingers (before fliff aid tumefied) were lef- 
fened in fize, and flightly moveable. . Nights 
more-refrefhing.. Tongue becoming cleaner 
and moifter. Urine paler, with fediment.  P. 
lefs frequent, and every troublefome fymptom 
yielding. One,drop was-added to the dofe, 
which was now taken 4 times a day... Under 
this treatment, the lady in about fix days more, 
needed no further medicine. Her hands and 
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_ fingers were foft, fmall, and pliable as ufual. 
Health returned with natural appetite and 
aaa | | 
Cafe of chlorofis ina note ‘im Dr. ata of 
Worcefter, to a friend. | 
‘The cafe I promifed you, I can only nows 
— tell you, was a chlorofis in a girl of 18, attended 
with the ufual fymptoms, but in a very high 
degree. The appetite more affe@ed than I- 
ever faw it, The relief from the nitrous acid 
was great, fpeedy, and permanent; the appe- 
tite and the florid complexion natural to the girl 
returned in ten days completely. I could never 
carry the medicine ‘beyond 60 drops in the 
day.” | 
Mr. Home in a late pamphlet, recommends 
the nitrous acid, much diluted, as an application 
to indolent ulcers. (Home on ulcers. 1797). 
It is always defirable to know the qualities of , 
fubftances; and the operation of the acid ap- 
pears to becurious, though, after Mr. Baynton’s 
| publication on ulcers, the ‘mere applicatiom 
of liquids would be egregious trifling. 
| CG 


-_~ 
* 
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Ihave faid nothing of the application of ni+ : 
trous acid, or kindred fubitances in the yaws, 
fivvens, and fimilar difeates.. The inference 
from the foregoing cafes and refleCtions, is too 
obvious to efcape the flackeft reafoner.. ) 

_ It remains therefore only to diredt the men- 
tal eye of the reader towards thofe brilliant and 
fpreading profpecis, whichmedical inveftigation = 
guided by the light of philofophy, has recently 
difcovered ; and whatever be his rank in life, . 
or occupation, to adjure him by the fympathy | 
of his nalinee to affift in refcuing thoufands _ , 
of fufferers from the fangs of difeafe and the 


nets of impofture, according to the plan Geli: 


neated 3 im the following 


. CIRCULAR — 


} Bans 


ECOG.) 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 


baht 


SIR, 


POU probably know that Mr. Scot, of Bombay, was led 


by confiderations, that need not be ftated here, to try the 


nitrous acid in the venereal difeafe ; that the experiment 


anfwered; and that it has been aod cans imitated in 


England, 


In above fifty cates, aay of them ‘cranes the wortt, 


_ the Surgeons of the Royal Hofpital at Plymouth have found 


this acid certain, expeditious, and infinitely milder, than 


mercury. Their mode of adminiftration is extremely com- 


modious. To.a pint of water they add a drachm of ftrong 


nitrous acid, together with 4 or 6 ounces of fimple fyrup. 


This mixture is fucked through a glafs tube. 14 or 2 


- drachms of the ftrong acid, fo diluted, have proved an 


_ adequate dofe for the day. 


Mr. Cruikthank of Woolwich ingenioufly. fubftituted 


bodies of analogous conftitution. He peat the oxygen- 


ated muriate of potafh, as more powerful than nitrous acid. 


It produced an inflammatory ftate of the fyftem. 
What is here recapitulated, together with fome fugges- 


tions, may be read at large in Confiderations on factitious airs, 


parts tv. and v. Fobnfon; in Two cafes of Diabetes. “e 


ee : 
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and in Reports concerning the effects of nitrous acid, Sc. 
_ Fobnfon. Above 100 bad cafes ftand attefted, as cured, 
| beyond all reafonable doubt. Some unfuccefsful trials are 
noticed in the laft pamphlet. — | 
The extraordinary power and mild aétion of the acid, 
with the proportion of failures, render a fuller indudtion of 


It is certain, 


fats and teftimonies highly defirable. 
that to eftablith the anti-venereal virtue of fubftances, not 
injurious to the conftitution, would be giving a deadly blow _ 
to empirical impofture. It cannot have efcaped you, that, 
the pretentions of many quack medicines are refted on the 
occafional inefficacy of mercury, and an overcharged repre- 
fentation of its baneful effects. | | 
By the co-operation of praétitioners, a thoufand nie 
might foon be collected. And itis hoped that you will’ 
not refufe your affiftance to fuch an undertaking. The 
fhare I have had in conveying information to the public, 
very naturally led me to reflect on the fpeediett method of 
folving this problem ; how far the cure of lues can be jufti- 
» frably entrufted to the nitrous acid in the firft inftance. In 
confequence, I have taken the liberty of making the pre-. 
fent application. I do not think that it can yet be deemed 
fuperfluous to colleé&t more evidence, nor will the advantage 
of bringing the-evidence together be difputed. ‘There are 
perfons, to whom every large defign appears, by reafon of 
its comprehenfivenefs, abfurd, Others, I trnft; will not 
condemn the idea of attempting to induce a large part of 


the medical rofeition, to unite in an enquiry of the higheft 


intret. 
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Where the cafe profpers, the report fhould con- 
cifely fate the fymptoms, with the date and permanence of 
P the cure. Appearances leading to a knowledge of the caufe 

of failure fhould be noted. The nitrous acid (and the oxy- 
genated muriate) will be found ufeful in various difeafes. 
But as the collection here propofed, will be confined to fiphy- 
lis; information on other fubjets fhould be written fepa- 
rately. | 4 
If any profits , accrue, they fhall be divided among 
charitable eftablifhments for venereal patients. On this 
account it will not, I hope, be thought improper to requeft 
that communications be tranfmitted, free of expence, to 
Mr. Binecabe Bookfeller, ve St. Paul’s Church-Yard, 
London. 
I do not with that any reports fhould be forwarded before 
Jan, 1798. If by the end of February, the number ‘hall 
 fuffice for publication, they fhall be immediately printed ; 
or elfe returned. : 
Yo render the tafk of editor as little difagreeable as poffi- 
ble, it is defired that all technical terms and quantities may 


be written at length, and the whole in a fair hand. 
Sept. 5, 1797. THOMAS BEDDOES. 


Be pleafed to communicate this letter to any Phyfician, 


Surgeon or Apothecary of your acquaintance. 


Lift of Books by Dr. Beppors: Sold by J. Jounson, 
St. Paul’s. Church-Yard, and Murray, Fileet- 
Street. ; 


2 reg Bis. 


1. EXPERIMENTS and OPINIONS of a Philofopher 
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2. OBSERVATIONS on CALCULUS, CONSUMP- 
TION, FEVER, Se, 4s. in boards. 


3. LETTER to Dr. DARWIN. 1s. 


4, CONSIDERATIONS on FACTITIOUS AIRS, by 
Dr. Bepposs and Mr. Warr. 3d. Edition. 3s. 6d. 


5. Ditto, PART III. 2d. Edition. 3s. 
6. Ditto, PARTS IV. and V. 4s. 6d. 


4 OBSERVATIONS on the LIFE and SYSTEM of 
JOHN BROWN, M. D. prefixed to his ELEMENTS | 
of MEDICINE. A new Edition. 2 vols. 8vo. 12s. 


8. A GUIDE for SELF-PRESERVATION and PA- 
RENTAL AFFECTION. 3d. Edition. 3d. 


9. Mr. GIMBERNAT on FEMORAL HERNIA, 
tranflated from the Spanifh, with Queries refpeding 
a fafer Method of performing Inoculation, and the 

. Treatment of certain Fevers. 2s. 6d. 


10. OBSERVATION S on DEMONSTRATIVE EVYI- 
DENCE, and on the Nature of LANGUAGE, 3s. 6d. 
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